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‘CHATEAU VAN SLYKE’ IS THE NEW
HOME BASE FOR THE FORMER CARDINAL
AND HIS ACTIVE FAMILY

Story by Carla Patton ® Photography by Alise 0”Brien

etirement — even one as active as that of former professional baseball
outfielder Andy Van Slyke — presumably allows an individual to
reflect on the 'big picture” vs. the ‘big show. Inscribed in stone at the

entrance to the new home in Ladue that Andy shares with his wife, Lauri, and
four sons is a verse from Psalm 373 that he says is a reminder that “When
everything's said and done, life is not about homes, cars. jobs and position.”
Just as the psalmist asks to be surrounded by unfailing love from above, the
warm embrace of a close-knit, team-spirited family is sensed immediately
when entering the Van Slykes’ French-inspired stone house.

While Andy describes the home’s 6,000 square feet of living space (not
including the lower-level batting cage, home theater, exercise room and bil-
liards room? as “informally formal,” he and Lauri, aided by architect Dick
Busch, designed the home to fit the lifestyle of their growing family. Even
their relocation a year ago (from their home in far West St. Louis County) was



. No television or radio competes with the live
Van Slykes’ formal parlor, “Whoever you are, you'can go to a room
in the house and feel comfortable. This is the room for the intellectu-
uls,” Andy says jokingly. Cherry-stained'custom wood paneling,
~designed and installed by Dan Mcintyre of Mclntyre Millwork, forms
a warm buckdrop for European-style furnishings. Opposite, far lefr:
Inscription carved into the stone wall ar the entrance. Right: Seating




The unique entry foyer affords a view of the rear garden and terrace. Arched
hallway and window openings, and also wroughi-iron fixtures and railings,
impart an Old World feel. Stairs lead to the lower-level rec room, batting
cage and state-of-the-art home theater. Below, the spacious family room,
adjucent to the kitchen and informal dining urea, is a guthering place for the
four Van Slyke boys and their friends. Opposite: Lauri Van Slyke’s favorite
room. “The whole house cenfers around the big granite island in the
kitchen,” says interior designer Grace Dowd.

intended to bring the family closer to more,” Lauri says. The four
schools, friends and sporting events. boys range in age from 6 to
“Our life is here. My favorite thing is that 19 years. AJ., the eldest, is
now I don’t drive more than two miles to o beginning his sophomore year
anywhere, and the boys’ friends come over at a college in Virginia. “He

spent his whole teen life driving on
the highway,” his mother says, some-
thing she wants to avoid with the
younger crew.

Andy is quick to note that the
family didn’t have any less fun at
their former house. (See SLH&L,
May 1999 issue.) The current fun
began when the couple started to
plan their new dream house two
years ago. "1 wasn't going to go
traipsing around looking at houses,”
Lauri recalls. “So I went to the book-
store to find books with pictures of
what I liked.”

Particularly inspiring were two
design books by Betty Lou Phillips,
“French by Design,” (Gibbs Smith,
$39.95) and “Provencal Interiors.”
The Van Slykes settled on a French
Country chateau-style house and
visited some other houses in that
vernacular being built nearby, one
designed by Dick Busch. Their first
custom-home design process had
begun. (See accompanying story.)

“I'had a frame of reference of
what I thought would work,” Andy
says. "I knew I wanted stone, be-
cause it adds character to a house,
but the hardest thing was picking it
out.” Five different colors of stone,
in five varying sizes, were obtained
from a Wisconsin company for the
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home’s exterior. St. Albans Construction Co.
was the builder.

Lauri and Andy worked with the architect
to design the floorplan room by room. 1
didn’t want to walk in and see stairs. T want-
ed to see outside,” Andy says. “We wanted it
to look like an old house, with separate
rooms for different uses,” Lauri adds.

So the tall arched windows of the entry
foyer reveal a view of the expansive rear
terrace and swimming pool, punctuated by
containers overflowing with colorful flowers.
(Andy is an accomplished gardener as well as
a gourmet cook.) The welcoming outdoor
space replaces the great room in a more
typical floorplan.

The dining room was too small in their
previous home, so the new one is larger.
Lauri has her formal parlor. “No TV or radio.
People talk to each other here,” she says.

The larde, open kitchen/family room is the
family's primary concession to a modern
approach. “The kitchen is my favorite room.
We both like to cook and a lot of people
always just happen to show up for dinner,”
Lauri says. The taller-than-standard granite
countertops are custom built to accommo-
date the family’s above-average heights.

She and Andy have their own private wing
on the house’s main level. On the second
floor of the six-bedroom home are the bays’
rooms; only one of the upstairs bathrooms
has a tub because all but one boy prefer to
take showers.

Lauri and Andy consciously included
elements in the new house that are reminis-
cent of the older homes where they grew
up, in upstate New York. Married for 20
years and high-school sweethearts, the pair
has lived most of their life together as a
baschall family.

One of Andy’s five Gold Glove awards, an honor bestowed each year on profes-
sional basehall’s best defensive player. Opposite: A rear exterior view of the
Country French home shows Gothic Revival styling and metalwork detailing,
architecture with precedents found throughout the Loire Valley and southern
regions of France. When not hands-on with a bat or golf club, Andy maintains
the garden and the many containers filled with flowering plants.

Andy played for the Redbirds from
1983 to 1987 and won five Gold Glove
awards during his subsequent eight seasons
with the Pittsburgh Pirates. He credits
Lauri with being the model baseball wife
and mother, running the household and
raising the boys while he was frequently on
the road. “If they made a movie on how to
do it, she would be the star,” he says. Taking
care of her “five boys” is still her top priority,
Lauri concedes.

Since his retirement from professional
baseball in 1997, Andy hosts a nationally
syndicated sports-oriented radio show on
KENS-AM 590 and plays tournament golf for
charity and prize money on the Celebrity
Players Tour.

No room goes unused chez Van Slyke. To
decorate them, Andy and Lauri were referred
to interior designer Grace Dowd. They knew
they needed the interior to be boyproof yet
somewhat formal to fit with the architecture
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of the house. “Grace has an unbelievable
sense of color and scale. She stretched me,”
Lauri says.

Grace, who studied art in Florence and
trained in Italy, imparted exactly what the
couple envisioned for the interior design of
their new home: Old World aesthetics that
feel “real” and are expressed in the selection
of materials, finishes, hardware, fixtures, fab-
rics and furnishings. “The Van Slykes are the
best kind of client. They take your advice and
they trust you,” she says.

Of their adventure in custom-home
building, the Van Slykes have nothing but
praise for their winning team of designers
and contractors. “The whole process went so
smoothly. I don’t understand when people
complain about how taxing it is,” Lauri says.
Although some inevitable glitches occurred
during construction, Andy keeps his eye
on the ball without losing sight of the big
picture. “Life goes on,” he says. W

creatively custom

‘m like a sponge. T absorb what clients tell me,” architect Dick Busch says of his role
during the initial steps in the custom-home building process. At the first consulta-

tion, he asks clients to write down the rooms they want in the house and their importance.
This drives the budget and translates into how the clients want the house to function on

their particular site, according to Dick.

“The Van Slykes knew they didn’t want a great room so we removed it from the plan,”
he says. Then it's a matter of fitting the house on the lot while preserving trees and mak-

ing the most of views.

The process is that much easier when clients have a concept for the exterior design,
Dick says . “Andy and Lauri had a picture from a book and said *Can you get this loak?’
Yes, sure we can. And we had it with the very first drawing, which is rare,” he says.

The end result: a French Country residence that is more sophisticated, more urban and

more formal in feel than is typically the case.

“Tuse the Van Slykes’ plan to show other clients, to encourage them to be creative,”
Dick says. When going to the effort (and expense) of building a custom-designed home,

“Peaple have a chance to get something interesting and their very own,” he adds.
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